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THOUGHTS on a pretended PROPHET, Sc. 


F is allowed that facts of an unpleaſing nature 
may be of ſome utility to ſociety ; and it has been 
ſaid, that in the eſteem of uncorrupted reaſon, what 
is of moſt uſe is of moſt value. - Perſuaded of this, I 
have made an unexpected venture. 

In the following narrative, and in the additional 
remarks, *truth has been the firſt object of my atten- 
tion: for, in the final iſſue of things, I am appre- 
henſive, it will appear, that public utility was never, 
in fact, promoted by falſehood, and that error 
ever was unable, in any caſe, to be a ſufficient ſub- 
ſtitute for truth. A proper temper, or what I thought 
fuch, was my next concern; and were it prudent for 
me to ſay what was the leading motive which inclined - 
me to publiſh on this inglorious ſubject, I am appre- 
henſive it would bear inſpection. 

That a Mr. Samuel Beſt, of whoſe previous cha- 
racter and conduct ſomething will be ſaid below, 
was for ſeveral years in Shoreditch Workhouſe, and 
that while he was in that humbling ſituation, he ex- 
Cijgd the attention and gratified the curiolity of many, 


Ihe I do not mean to ſay, that I have always preſerved 
la. exact order of thoſe altercations which are here related, 
or that 1 have not in any inſtance deviated from ſome ex- 
preſſions which I heard or uſed myſelf; but I do beg 
leave to ſay, I have not written any thing to give a falſe 
idea of that pretended prophet, whoſe real SETS Bs 
have here attempted to expoſe. 
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i FS 
are facts that cannot be contradicted. That Mr. B. 
about two years ago, was removed from the paupers, 
in the pariſh of Shoreditch, to what was then thought 
a more convenient ſituation in Bunhill-Row, will not 


be denied; and that he purſued and was ſupported | * 


by ſuch oretenſions, while he was there, as are not 
to be defended, muſt, I believe, be admitted; That 


he has lately quitted his apartment in the pariſh 9 


St. Luke, and that the following Card is circulated in 
his favour, „ Pook HELP, removed from No. go, 


„% BUNHILI-Row, to J. WaTsoN's (No. 40) near 
the BASINGHOUSE, KINGSLAND-ROAD, LoN- 


% DON,” and, that in conſequence of this Card, and 
of his growing fame from verbal and from printed 
encomiùms, as a man whoſe predictions and piety are 
hought to be deſerving of public notice, he now waits 
on the curious at their own houſes, in any part of the 
town, all this I have found inconteſtable. 
Frequently have I heard of this wonder-working 


man; and TI have long ſince been moved at the idle 
tales that I perceived were-multiplying to commend 


S; and to find that a 


his baſe and daring pretenſi91 
the attention, if not 


deluſion ſo groſs ſhould exc 
the applauſe, of thouſands. 
Had not Mr. B. aſſumed the appearance of den a 
religious man, or had he done this with only ſuch 
infirmities as men of real piety do not eſcape, and 
which none but hypocrites affect to diſown, itwis 
highly probable I ſhould never hayę paid him a vility 
But an increaſing apprehenſion ofthe bad, of the * 
tended, and till extending, effect of this man's im- 
poſitions, produced in me a wiſh te: Withſtand his 
folly, which, I own, I was unable to feſiſt. 
Of his viſits in the neighbourhood of Piccadilly, I 1 
had been informed; and I ſaw his injurious viſits- 
| | Were 
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1 
were thought a favour. I, therefore, took the liberty 
to requeſt, that the next time Mr. B. was ſent for, 1 
might be allowed to be preſent. This favour, at 
the houſe of one who was a ſtranger to me, was re- 
ſpectfully granted; and by this mean I was permitted 
to have the following converſation. 

But before I relate it, let me be allowed to ſay, 
what kind of reflections occupied my mind, prior 
to the approaching interview between me and 
Mr. B. 

I recolleed a paſſage in the firſt epiſtle of John, 
« Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits 
« whether they be of God; becauſe many falſe pro- 
«« phets are gone out into the world.” This text hath 
frequently caught my notice ; and of late, a ſermon 


of archbiſhop + Tillotſon's on thoſe words hath con-- 
firmed me in ſome things which, on a perſuaſion of 
their truth ànd importance, I had previoully embraced. 


The leading propoſitions of the archbiſhop on this text 


are, . Firſt, That men may and often do falſely pretend 
« to inſpiration. Secondly, We are not to believe 


*© every one who pretends to be inſpired, and to teach 
%a divine doctrine. "Thirdly, Neither are we to 
oe. reject all that pretend to come from God. F ourthly,”, 


which is the archbiſhop's capital propoſition, '«« that - 
«« there is ſome way to diſcern mere pretenders to 
« inſpiration from thoſe who are truly and divinely 


« inſpired.“ 
1 alſo reflected on this addreſs of Moſes to the ſons 
f Abraham : «, Ifithere ariſe among you a prophet, 


or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a ſign, or 


90. 2 wonder, and; the ſign or the wonder come to 


+ See the works "of Dr. John Tillotſon; Dublin edit. 
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(6 ) 
« paſs, whereof he ſpake to thee, ſaying, Let us go 
«« after other gods, which thou haſt not known, and 
« Jet us ſerve them ; thou ſhalt not hearken to the 
„ words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: 
for the Lord your God proveth you,to know whether 
« you will love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your foul. Ye ſhall walk after 
« the Lord your God, and fear him, and keep his 
« commandments, and obcy his voice, and you ſhall 
« ferve him, andcleave unto him.” Deut. xiii. 1-4. 
I know that the theocracy which then exiſted exiſts 
no more. I do not, therefore, plead for that corporal 
puniſhment to be inflicted on falſe prophets which is 
commanded in the context. But I do plead, that it 
is as much our duty to walk after the Lord our God, 
to fear him, to Keep his commandments, to obey his 
voice in all things which he hath commanded us, and 
in that order too which he hath commanded, and in 


this manner to ſerve him, and to cleave to him, as it 


was, or as it could be the duty of any in the days of 
Moſes, to obey thoſe injunctions which he delivered 
to the ſons of Abraham in the name of JEHovan. 
And why ſhould we imagine. that our faith, or our 
obedience, will not be as ſtrongly tried as theirs? Is 
it not ſaid, « But there were falſe prophets among 
« the people, [the Jews] even as there ſhall be falſe 
«« teachers among you?“ 2 Pet. ii. 1. Hath not our 


Lord himſelf, declared, that“ many falſe prophets, 
« ſhall ariſe and deceive many?“ Matt. xxiv. 11. 


Nay, hath he not aſſured us, that “ falſe Chriſts 


« and falſe prophets ſhall ariſe, and ſhall ſhow won- 
ders to ſeduce, if it were poſſible, even the ele? 


„gut take heed : behold,” (ſaith our Lord) « [ have 


foretold you all theſe things. Mark 3 xiii. 22, 23. 
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How long ſhall this ſtriking, but much neglected 
caution, to take heed, be read with attention? Do 
we think that danger thus foretold will be obvious as 
it approaches, and, therefore, eaſily avoided? Do we 
dream that what is very pernicious cannot have much 
power to pleaſe ? Where, then, is the energy of error, 
or where the peculiar ſtrength of deluſion? Or do we 
ſuppoſe that divine influence will exempt us from the 
need of continual circumſpection? So far from it, 
that he who is moſt indulged with that influence which 
is truly divine, is the man who beſt and moſt reveres 
the genuine ſenſe of the ſacred precepts. He is the 
man who endeavours to walk circumſpectly, not as. 
fools walk who treat circumſpection with contempt, 
but as the wiſe endeavour to walk who hold it in 


proper eſtimation, | 
Fortified by ſuch reflections, I reached the appointed 


place a few minutes before Mr. B. made his appear- 
ance; and I was aſſured by the maſter of the family, 
that he had not the leaſt information that J was to be 
preſent ; ſo that, when he ſaw me, as it is probable. 
it was the firſt time, all he knew was that I had the 
appearance of being a miniſter, but whether of the 
eſtabliſhment, or a diſſenter from it, he could not, I 
apprehend, do any thing more than conjecture. 

On his entrance into the room, I ſaw a little man,, 
apparently upwards of ſixty, of healthful complexion, 
and of ſingular aſpect. But I am not ſo verſed in the 
pretended ſcience of Phyſiognomy, nor do ] believe any 
man is, as to read in the human countenance all that 
lurks concealed within. ET : 

Reluctant as I really was to determine any thing for, 
or againſt, Mr, B. merely by his outwerd appearance, 
he was not fo backward in forming his judgment of 
me. For, as ſoon as he ſaw me, he came with eager- 
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(8. 
neſs acroſs the room, and caught hold of my right 
hand. He attempted to force it open. I reſiſted : 


and being ſtronger than he, I prevailed. Looking 


iternly at him, I ſaid, What do you mean? What 
would you do with my thumb? But, howſoever it 

happened, he was not, at this time, to be thus re- 
pulled. 

In common, I am told, Mr. B. inſpects the palm, 
as much as the face, of his viſitors, if he intends to 
communicate his opinion. But the latter, it ſeems, in a 
face like mine, was abundantly ſufficient. - Inſtantly 
therefore, he ſaid, ſee Deuteronomy xxxiii. 27. 
which was found and read with rapidity. And 
in ſucceſſion, Mr. B. quoting Iſaiah lviii. 1. Titus 
il. 15. Proverbs vii. 15. and his friend with equal 
alacrity reading, I was obliged to be ſilent till this 
kind of flattery ſubſided. 

What this unhappy man ſaw in my face to apply, 
in this manner, theſe paſſages to me, I know not. 
But this I do know, that in my heart I felt that kind 
of indignation at his aſſumed character, which no 
flattery of his had any power to aſſuage. It is pro- 
bable, however, that on this occaſion he conſulted 
his own heart as much as the outlines of my face. 
He ſaw I did not riſe from my chair to receive him, 
and perhaps was ſhrewd enough to ſuſpe& that I 
did not fully credit what ſome had ſaid in his favour ; 
and he ſeemed to think it might not be amiſs to pro- 
cure, at leaſt for that afternoon, my good opinion. 


Perhaps, the price which Mr. B. offered to gain my 


' favour ſome will think was pretty high, ſince the 


ſcriptures abovementioned contain theſe words : 

« The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath | 
« are the everlaſting arms: and he ſhall thruſt out the 
enemy before thee, and ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them.“ 
66: Cry 


| (9) 
Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy voice like a 
i trumpet, and ſhow my people their tranſgreſſions, 

«« and the houſe of Jacob their ſin.” 

« Theſe things ſpeak, and exhort, and rebuke, 
« with all authority. Let no man deſpiſe thee.” 

Therefore, came I forth to meet thee, diligently 
« to ſeek thy face, and I have found thee.” 

By the accent and ſmile of Mr. B. when he-pro- 
nounced theſe laſt words, (for he repeated thoſe words 
after him who read them,) he ſeemed to apprehend 
he had at laſt ſucceeded. Far from it. He now had 
a heart to treat with colder than uſual, and he knew _ 
not how to move it in his favour. I will not ſay 1. 
was as much or as properly affected with his folly, as 
St. Paul was with the rant and extravagance of that 
girl, who ſaid of him and of his aſſociates in the 
miniſtry, © Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt 
high God, who ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation.” 
Acts xvi. 17. But this I may fay in truth, that I 
was too much grieved to conceal my ſorrow, and too. 


much offended to ſuppreſs my diſapprobation. g 
I now endeavoured to enter into converſation with 


Mr. B. but was diſappointed. For, perceiving my 
intention, either he affected to be abſent, or he ap- 
peared to dread inquiry, or to deſpiſe inſtruction; 
To ſhew in a ſtriking manner he was reſolved to retain 
his folly, he held up his hands to his ears, and while 
they were in that ſituation, abſurdly quoted this text, 
«« But if it be a queſtion of words, and names, and 
of your law, look ye to it, for I will be no judge 
„ infuch matters. Acts xviii. 1 5. But were we Jews, 
that he ſhould talk to us of our law? Or did I appeal 
to him as an arbitrator between myſelf and ſome third 
perſon ? Did I give him the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that I thought he had any authority or ability to be a 


judge ? 


1 

judge? Did I talk to him of mere words and names ? 
no, but of a matter of wrong, with a view to convince 
him of his vain and vile pretenſions: —and ſuch was 
his evaſion. 

Mr. B. however, took care to inform us he was 
not angry. This was neceſſary information; for I 
really thought he was not pleaſed, It has long ſince 
been a trick which ſome pretenders to exalted piety 
have played off with ſucceſs, to appear unmoved in a 
mixed company under great provocation. And ſome 
ſincere, but uninſtructed, people have been ſo pleaſed 
with this mere appearance of ſelf-poſſeſſion, as to 
endeavour on every occaſion to he in the ſame temper, 
St. Paul was better taught. He withſtood Peter to 
the face, becauſe he was to be blamed. And to 
Elymas, the ſorcerer, he ſaid, O full of all ſubtilty, 
„ and all miſchief, thou child of the devil, thou 
« enemy of all righteouſneſs; wilt thou not ceaſe to 
« pervert the right ways of the Lord?” Acts xiii, 10. 
And in ſaying this, the apoſtle was within his own rule: 
« Be ye angry and fin not.” For we are told, that 
when he ſpake to Elymas, he was « filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt.” Temper ought to correſpond with 
events. The proper temper of an edge tool mult be 
| Judged of by the particular uſe, and manner of uſing 
the inſtrument. When any perſon's temper- ſeems 
always to be alike, uſe him how you may, I think it 
is not as it ſhould be; and I am ſure it is that kind of 
appearance I Uo 500 ſo much as with to aſſume. 
« What will ye?” ſaid our apoſtle, “ ſhall I come 
« unto you with a rod, or in ar. and in the ſpirit 
« of meekneſs? 1 Cor. iv. 112. 5 

Were any man to call me an , ſeriouſly, 
and with probable concern for the glory of God, 1. 


ſhould certainly demand his * and treat him 
with 


2 


E 1 
with ſevere rebuke if he with-held them from me. 
Now, I was ready, and intended, to produce mine, in 
ſupport of that harſh term which I own I applied to 
Mr. B.; but on a ſubje& ſo mortifying he was no 
way diſpoſed to enter into the ſhadow of diſpute. 

Let it not be concluded, becauſe Mr. B. ſaid he 
was not angry, and that I could not make him ſo, 
that, therefore, he preſerved a perfect dominion over 
his natural temper. On the contrary, he trembled, 
looked as if alarmed, and often muttered to himſelf 
what none could fully underſtand ; but at the fame 
time theſe mutterings evidently contained the ſounds 


of diſcontent. 
Sometimes, his inward agitations urged his tongue 


to ſpeak. © I will not,” ſaid he, © no, I will not have 
« Paul's bonds again; nor will I be crucified any 
„ more. — But, Mr. B. who talks of bonds, or of, 
crucifixion, except yourſelf? Beſides ; Whatever you may 
mean by thoſe ambiguous expreſſions, do you pretend 
to know what will be the future events of your own, 
life? Looking at me with altered aſpect, much altered. 
from what it ſo lately had been, he ſaid, See 
Romans xvi. 17, 18.” The words are, © Now : 
„ beſeech you brethren, mark them which ca 
*« diviſions and offences, contrary to the doctrine 
« which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they 
that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair 
«« ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple.” 

But, where are the doctrines in the New Teſtament 
which teach us to be timid, or complaiſant, to thoſe 
who are practiſed in impoſition, under the pretence of 
their being madmen or prophets? Mr. B. himſelf had 
told me, I was to rebuke with all authority; but he 
never thought of. laying, that he himſelf was ſo ſoon 
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to be an object of my rebuke. I would alſo aſk, 
what were the good words and fair ſpeeches that I 
had uſed to deceive the hearts of the ſimple? It is 
manifeſt, my words had not hitherto been very en- 
ticing ; nor, had Mr. B. the leaſt evidence that I had 
ſaid any thing from that avaricious temper which is 
frequently connected with intemperance, and againſt 
which the preceding apoſtolical caution appears to be 
levelled; on the contrary, it was my intention to 
prove to the company that he was a decerver, and he 
knew it ; but thus he attempted to defeat my fixed 
deſign. 

Among other queſtions, I aſked Mr. B. whether 
he had not made images in ſtraw of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
alſo of the Father and Holy Spirit? He admitted 
the fact, but, endeavoured to defend the lawfulneſs 
of this part of his buſineſs : I ſay buſineſs, becauſe, I 
have reaſon to believe, that this employ has been 
properly a part of his buſineſs by which he has re- 
ceived advantage, (if money ſo procured can be any 
advantage,) as it has been of his vain amuſement. 

To vindicate the legality of his manufacture, he 
dgnicd that he worſhipped the work of his hands, and 
quoted, in favour of that diſtinction, as many Roman 
Catholics have done before him, Exodus xx. 4, 5. He 
then aſked who made me, and whether I was not 
made in the image of God? And, immediately after 
this ſtrange queſtion, perhaps, to prevent my reply, 
he told me, that as John, when in the Iſle of Patmos, 
was favoured with peculiar revelations and images of 
things, ſo in his diſtreſſes, he had been indulged with 
ſuch viſitations as would juſtify his king images of 
ſtraw. 

I ſhall only obſerve; it has been a common ſubter- 


ſuge with diſhoneſt men, under a profeſſion of eminent 
attainments 


by 
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attainments in religion, from the time of Mohammed 
to the preſent day, to plcad ſpecial viſitations, in order 
to palliate thoſe evils of the fleſh and ſpirit which no 
fair argument was ever able to ſupport. Do ſuch 
impoſtors, who always keep their ever-tottering re- 
putation in view, by doing this, diſcover the 4% or 
the perverſian of their underſtanding * 

One of the company obſerved, that notwithſtanding 
Mr. B.'s pretences to piety, he underſtood, he never 
went to any place of public worſhip. Mr. B. heard 
this objection, as well as ſome others, in ſettled ſilence, 
But, being ſtrongly requeſted by one of his friends to 
give us an anſwer, he ſaid, ſee Proverbs xvil. 22. 
The words are, Whoſo findeth a wife findeth a good 
« thing and obtaineth favour of the Lord.” H ob- 
jected to this reply as impertinent and inconcluſive: 
Mr. B. then inſiſted on the latter part of the verſe, 
and wiſhed to have it thought, that he had obtained 
ſpecial favour of the Lord. As I was unkind enough 
to call this in queſtion, ſee, ſaid he, 2 Timothy ii. 15. 
« Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
« viding the word of truth.” Unhappily for him I 

was ſtill diſſatisfied. | , 
I I obſerved, that the words which were now pro- 
duced contained an exhortation to Timothy; that 
Paul exhorted him to preſent himſelf «© approved unto 
God;” that is, to carefully endeavour, after much 
hour, and many tribulations, to be found faithful 
and upright before the Judge of all, as a good mini- 
ſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; in order to which, Timothy was 
further exhorted to make it manifeſt, that, as an 
Evangeliſt, he was a workman who needed not x 
be athamed, either as being negligent, unſkilful, 
unfaithful ; Vet, on the contrary, it became him fre. 
B quently 


* 


for awhile, to excite our compaſſion as a lunatic,.' 


( 14 ) 
quently to preach the word of truth, and to divide 
rightly that ſacred word in his. public miniſtrations ; 


giving the genuine ſenſe of the text, complete, and 


making, (his audience duly confidered) a proper ap- 
plication, Having ſpoken to this effect, I added, 
but,why this ſtudy and care in Timothy, or by inferior 


miniſters of the ſame goſpel, if, after all, it be a ſpecial 


favour to be at a diftance from ſuch inſtruction? 
What could he ſay? Why, when thus preſſed, and 
when he found he was not permitted to anſwer, even 
in ſcripture language, unleſs he would ceaſe to pervert 
its meaning, he had two evaſions to divert our atten- 
tion from the preſent altercation. One was, affect- 
ing, on a ſudden, to be entirely abſent ; and if that 
trick ſucceeded, he knew it could not be expected he 
ſhould reply to thoſe objections it was now to be 
ſuppoſed he did not hear. But when Mr. B. was 
rouſed out of that well- affected ſtupor, by the im- 
ortunity of a friend whoſe unwel-ome ardour to make 
him underſtand he could not reſiſt, he was then cun- 


ning enough to paſs from one artifice to another; 
for now, he put on the appearance of inſanity ; and it 


was tolerably well done. Vet, old Joſeph Featherſtone, 


who (not to deceive, but merely to amuſe, his friends) 
uſed, when I was a boy, to ſing and perſonate mad Tom, 
would have done it much better. Now, Mr. B. talked, 
indeed, but, as his deſign required, he talked wildly 
of perſons, places, and things; ſo that, if we were 


not inclined to extol him as a prophet, he was willing, gl 


By this art, he has derived an exemption fromM@ppo- . 


fition; for who would wage war againſt Bedlam? It 
has alſo been convenient for *5y cuſtomers ; for, 
when ſome of them have been ill able to ſupport their 
former aiſertions in favour of his piety and ſagacity, 


they 


e 


they have ſaid, Poor man, he is inſane, and at ſuch 
« intervals, he is at leaſt, an object of pity.” I confeſs, 
the criminality of Mr. B.'s conduct appears in ſuch a 
light to me, that I ſhould not wonder to hear that he 
was in reality diſtracted ; and, ſhould it be ſuppoſed, 
that he now has thoſe returns of keen reflection on 
himſelf, which actually diſorder his mind, (though 
I muſt add, I ſaw not any thing which had the remoteſt 
appearance of ſuch affliction,) yet, even on this ſup- 
poſition, though he would, indeed, if he was really 
inſane, be a real object of pity, ſtill, allow me to 
aſk, what is pity? Does it lead us to magnify diſorder? 
Does it not excite in us a with to remove-it? He who 
has. compaſſion on a madman attemps- to heal him, 
or to ſecure him from harm; and, not he who, by his 
trifling, and by his conſulting a lunatic, would tempt 
us to think that lunacy is more reputable than ſo- 
briety of mind. He who pities the ignorant attempts 
to inſtruct them; but, he would mock a dunce, who ſeri- 
ouſly waited on him to receive inſtruction. Happily for 
ſome dunces, they fancy mockery to be applauſe. 


But, Mr. B, as I have already hinted, does not with  * | 


you ſhould think him inſane longer than may be con- 
venient. If the company will be ſo civil as to forget 
how ill he ſuſtained the character of a diſputant, this 
deceiver will ſoon aſſume his former dignity, and 
propheſy afreſh ; unleſs, it ſhould ſo happen, that the 
time 1s approaching when. he expects more acceptable 
company, or it fo falls out (as it did when I ſaw him) 
that he is weary of the preſent. 

Here, it may be proper to ſay, that in order to 
attract attention, and, as it ſhould ſeem, to procure 
reſpect, he introduces a kind of cant, which, filly as 
it is, has with too many, power to, pleaſe. To cant 
and quack have long ſince been qualities uſually united; 
5 B 2 | and, 
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and, I believe, it will be generally found, that where 


the former 1s approved, the latter 1 is not very likely 
to give offence, 

Mr. B. calls himſelf Poo Hep! nor 1s he will- 
ing (a ſuſpicious circumſtance) to anſwer to his proper 
name. Of ten thouſand ſuch helpers, J would ſay, as 
Job did to his grievous friends,“ Miſerable comfor- 
« ters are ye all!” By this appellation, Poor HErr, 


he would be underſtood to diſclaim every thing that 
is arrogant and ſelf-aſſuming: Yet, when he diftates 


he requires implicit deference to his deciſions; and 
is as unwilling to bear the leaſt con tradition, as he 
is certainly indiſpoſed, and unable, to give any intel- 
ligent and impartial perſon competent ſatisfaction. 
Though Mr. B. calls himſelf Poox HeLe, and 
expects you ſhould comply with his low, rampant, 
humour, nevertheleſs, when he addreſſed any of the 
company, that afternoon, whether male or ſemale, his 
ſtile was, My own, my. own, . ſee, ſuch a text.” He 


| uttered-theſe two monoſyllables, my «wn, ſo ſhort and 


quick, I was for ſome time not able to underſtand 
what he ſaid. When, as inſtructed by one acquainted 


with his gibberiſh, I reached his meaning, I thought, 


if this queer addreſs was to be conſidered as a mark 
of his affection, it was preſuming too much to con- 
clude it would be univerſally eſteemed. But, if by 
this form of ſpeech he gratifies his fancied ſuperiority 
over others, (which I fear he does,) what ſhall we 
ſay of their taſte who have ſerioully ſubmitted to his 
arrogant claim, and meanly gratificd his — am- 
bition? . 

Had I ſuppreſſed my diſpleaſure, which I own, I 
did not ſo much as attempt, a fuller view of this for- 
tune-telling Straw-man might have been expected. 


But I had faid too much to be entertained with any 
; * , ot 
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of his ſongs, which are ſaid to be very moving, and 
accompanied with ſuch looks, and motions, that you 
would think him almolt aſcending to the third heaven. 
He would ſing however, a long while ere he produced 
ſuch thoughts in me; but he had no voice for ſong 
when I faw him: nor would he gratify me with 
any account of his laſt viſit from Gabriel, nor with 
any diſtin account of any former viſit. All I 
could learn from him was, that about a fortnight had 
elapſed ſince he had been honoured with fo diſtinguiſh- 
ing a favour. | 

Of his want of ſleep, though there is not any 
appearance of his being in excruciating pain, Aa 
ſtrange tale was told ; which Mr. B. was neither 
diſpoſed to contradict, nor to confirm. It was af- 
ſerted, that he had not flept for eight months ; but 
this wakeful prognoſticator might only mean to ſay, 
when he propagated that report, that, for ſuch a 
period, he had not ſlept /awndly. Or, it may be, his 
favourite liquor, which is, I find, unadulterated Gin, 
tinged indeed with Rhubarb, that by ſeeming to take 
it medicinally, he may, without ſuſpicion, drink a 
deeper draught ; perhaps, I ſay, this favourite liquor 
13 ſometimes taken to that exceſs, that he fleeps he 
knows not when, and wakes he knows not how. 

Unwilling to leave this article to conjecture, I 
have ſince enquired into this fleeping buſineſs, at a 
hotſe where Mr. B. muſt have flept if ever he ſlept 
at all. —-« Was Mr. B. while he lived here in con- 
tinual pain?“ No.—* Did he ever appear, while he 
was wit you, to be angry, or pleaſed?” Ves, as 
much ſo as other men. His anger ſometimes was 
violent, and accompanied with caths and awful 
threatenings. Once, I remember, I reproved him 
for a groſs act of immorality, of which I was, 
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myſelf, an eye-witneſs. And what did he ſay?— 
He denied it, and ſwore, if he was a prophet, 1 
thould not come with grey hairs to my grave. 
Would he eat common food? Not if he could get 
better. He wWas very delicate in his diet, and often 
angry if his appetite was not conſulted, “ Could a 
man of this deſcription live long without ſleep?” — 
I believe not; but he was careful to hide it from us 
as much as poſlible, He kept his room door locked; 
nor would he permit the linen of his bed to be 
changed ; alledging, as he never went into it, there 
was not any occaſion : but when an opportunity 
offered of judging for ourſelves, his linen was found 
in ſuch a ſtate as convinced us he went as frequently 
to bed as other people. Such was the ſum of what J 
heard on the article of. fleep ; excepting this, that he 
was now and then caught nodding in his chair; but it 
is ſaid that poets will ſometimes nd; and, therefore, 
it might be only from the ſame cenſorious fpirit, that 
any could ſuppoſe this prophet ſhould ever ſlumber. 

Vexed and diſappointed as Mr. B. was, he either 
had no power to propheſy, or no pleaſure in the 
thought. Lo be catechiſed about the meaning of 
things, and the principles of his injurious art, was 
a kind of conduct he could not endure ; to perceive 
that, unleſs he could give us the ſenſe of ſuch ſcriptures 
as he was inclined to quote, he might as well ſuppreſs 


his profuſe quotations, added ſomething to his ſorrow; 


and that all this ſhould be done, without paying the 
leaſt defcrence to his former fame, contributed to give 
him thoſe feelings which, I believe, none but bad men, 
when they are detected, can poſſibly poſſeſs. | 

Should it be ſuppoſed, that ruffled as Mr. B. was, 
(though he {till affected as much as he could to appear 


unmoved) it was not to be expected, he. could act 
like 


. 
like himſelf 5 I can affirm on teſtimony deſerving 
credit, that in his beſt tempers, his errors, and his evil 
ſuggeſtions, have been very grievous. Out of various 
inſtances which might be produced, let the following 
be properly conſidered. 

One. of the company, an acquaintance of Mr. B.'s, 
ſaid, © PooR HELFT, how could you careſs that 
« old man the other day in the manner you did? 
« You treated him as if you had known him to be a 
very pious man, when, to my knowledge, he is cer- 
« tainlyimmoral and prophane. See, my cron, replied 
Mr. B. Matthew ix. 13. For I am not come to 
« call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance.— 
„That won't do, PooR HELe."—See, then, John 
IX. 4. I muſt work the works of him that ſent me 


« while it is day: the night cometh when no man 


« can work,” —* Nor that, POOR HELP. — See, 
then, Luke ii. 49. Wiſt ye not that I muſt be about, 
« my Father's buſineſs?” Thus did Mr. B. pervert 
the ſcriptures. God grant, he may not continue in 
this practice to his own deſtruction |! 

When I refle& on this ſhort dialogue, and, on 
others which paſſed between Mr. B. and ſome Who 
thought too highly of him, it gave me ſome pleaſure 
to recollect, they were not able to treat him, even in 
the preſence of ſtrangers, with that kind of reſpect which 
a good character excites and ſupports. For, in ſpeak- 
ing to him, and of him, they naturally fell into thoſe 
freedoms, and quaintneifes of expreſſion, which a 
man of good character, though he might be a poor 
man, would neither excite nor admit. Tt is certain, 
we cannot revere every object we happen to admire. _ 

Before I took my leave of Mr. B. I aſked him, 
Why he was fo eager to ſeize my hand when he firlt 
came into the ——_ Sce, ſaid he, Eccleſiaſtes 3 4. 
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„ A wife man's heart is at his right hand; but a 
*« fool's heart at his left.” But, what 1s the 42 of 
that expreſſion? You muſt excuſe him; words and 
founds are all Mr. B. has to impart ; and, I fear, his 
cuſtomers are numerous who do not come to him for 
ſenſe. Surely, it is not difficult to determine, thatifa 
wiſe man's heart be at his right hand, it does not, 
therefore, follow it muſt be in it; or that its paſſions 
may be diſcerned by poring on the palm. Is it not 
abſurd to imagine, that the heart of a wiſe man and 
of a fool occupies a different ſituation in the human 
frame? The meaning of the text ſeems to be, that a 
wife man acts wiſely ; not ſuffering himſelf to engage 
in a buſinefs he does not underſtand, or which his heart 
difapproves; therefore, what he undertakes in cha- 
racer, (for who fo wiſe as always to act in character?) 
- he executes with force and ſkill. Whatſoever his 

hand findeth fit and good to be done, he doth it with 
all his might. In ſhort, he acteth as he finds a juſt 
occaſion. Reverſe this expoſition, and you have in 
miniature, the portrait of a fool. 

Wiſdom from Mr. B. I did not expect; but cun- 
ning, fuch as it- is, does not often abſolutely forſake 
him. What can induce Mr. B. always to inſpect 

their right hand chiefly, if not without exception, of 
whoſe fortune, or of whoſe fame, or of whoſe want 
of fame, he is inclined to ſpeak ? Is he polite enough 
to ſuppoſe, that all who come to him are wiſe? or 
is he ſo ſagacious as to conclude that if he does not 
diſcover what he wants to perceive in the right hand, 
that his poor client is one of thoſe fools whoſe heart 
is doomed to hang on the other ſide ? 

Theſe and ſimilar follies of Mr. B. wore out _ 
patience. But before I withdrew, I wiſhed the 
company: to recollect, that where there was no knows 
Tedger 
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ledge, there ought to be no confidence. Knowledge, I 
obſerved, is either what is commonly called natural, 
or from the immediate gift of God. Of natural 
knowledge I thought, no man who pretended to 
poſſeſs any branch of it, and wiſhed others to rely 
upon his ſkill, ſhould be reluctant to admit his pre- 
tenſions to cloſe inſpection; unleſs the queſtions pro- 
poſed be ſuch as evidently interfere with the profits 
of his lawful calling ; an exception which cannot be 
| pleaded in favour of Mr. B. for what is his [awful 
calling ? Beſides; it is well known that Mr. B.'s pre- 
tence is, not to have any temporal advaniage in view 
in reference to his predictions, and prattling; but he 
who can read his Card, and not be of opinion, that 
by this craft he was in the way of being ſupported in a 
manner that is criminal, by the folly of the credulous, 


muſt enjoy his erroneous opinion as well and as long 
as he can. If I ſucceed, this will not be long; for, if 


be ſucceſsful, he will perhaps, be lodged again in the 
workhouſe to be removed no more. Living, I hope, 
without want, among his betters, but unnoticed as a 
teacher, and as a prophet UTTERLY UNDONE, 

Of that kind of knowledge which may. be ſuppoſed 
to come immedialely from the ALMIGHTY, or to be 
communicated by the miniſtry of Gabriel, I remarked, 
that if any man pretended to ſuch indulgence, he was, 
in my opinion, obliged to make it manifeſt, that the - 
nature of his knowledge would bear a rigorous in- 
ſpection, though he might be unable to explain, with 
preciſion, the manner in which he obtained it. 

Talking in this manner, for, I do not pretend to 
recolle& every ſyllable that paſſed in this interview, I 1 
went on to remark, that Mr. B. had informed us, that 
Mr. Bell, ſo well known formerly for his alarming 
predictions and looſe principles, had paid him a 
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viſit; and ſurely, two ſuch famous men do not often 
meet! In this viſit, if Mr. B. may be credited, Bell 
pretended to be poſſeſſed of divine dominion. Mr. B. 
therefore, ſaid to Bell, Knoweſt thou the ordinances 
«« of heaven? Canſt thou ſet the-dominion thereof in 
% the earth?” I own, I do not give Mr. B. common 
credit; on the contrary, I believe, and I have reaſon 
to believe, he has long been enured to an uncommon 
degree of verbal falſhood ; but, I urged it as an argu- 
ment, that if he could not admit of Mr. Bell's into- 
lerable pretenſions, could he think, that his own pre- 
tenſions, unſupported as they were, would be ſuffered 


to run on without controul ? 


Evils of every deſcription, and evil doers too, have 
their day in this world, which they cannot ſurvive : 
as they are permitted to exiſt, and operate in different 
ſhapes, with variegated force, ſo they are uſuallydetected 
and expoſed in ſuch a manner as affords us continual 
conviction, that he LORD REIGNETH ; and indeed, ſo 
reigneth, that they who underſtand his ſceptre beſt, will 
both rejoice and tremble. Pſalms ii. 1 I. xcvii. I. xcix. 1. 

Having freely expreſſed my ſentiments of Mr. B. 
while he ſat muttering by, I went up to him, in- 
tending to make one effort more of ſpeaking to him, 
in a manner which I thought molt likely to affect his 
conſcience ; but he prevented me by his offenſive be- 
viour. For, as I approached him, he caught hold of 
my hand, and preſſed it repeatedly to his mouth, and, 
as he kiſſed it, he faid, My own, my own, I pray for 
% you; See, Romans 1. 9.” The words are, That 
« withont ceafing, I make mention of you always 
in my prayers.” I drew my hand away abruptly, 
and ſaid, « Mr. B. you are an Impsftor. Viewing 
„you in this light, I reje& your prayers, and deſire 
«4 may have no place in your ſupplications. I with, - 
| however, 
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« however, you may have a heart given you to ſay; 
« God be merciful to me a ſinner!”—Thus we phrted. 

Soon almoſt as I went away, I am told, he ſo re- 
peated the word deliverance as left no reaſon to believe, 
he had made mention of me in his prayers, or for any 
to expect, that he intended to pray for me, without 
ceaſing. This deliverance, alas! gave him but a tran- 


ſient ſatisfaction; for, a friend of mine, who was 


willing to be more fully informed whether Mr. B. 
knew the future events of his own life, aſked him 
ſome queſtions on that ſubject. Mr. B.'s patience was 
now exhauſted. He roſe up, declared he would not 
ſtay any longer in that houſe; ruſhed out of the room, 
and went down ſtairs without his guide. 

The farce of a guide to a man who 1s neither blind, 
nor lame, nor indiſpoſed, nor wanting ability to find 
any ſtreet in London, when he is ſober, is ridiculous 
enough ; yet, this farce, (under pretence that Mr. B. 
is now and then out of his mind, but more frequently 
ſo buried, or ſo elevated in abſtraction of thought, that 
he knows not, gcd man! where he 1s, nor whither 
he is going, ) is to many very entertaining. 

The perſon who then conducted this leader of a 
multitude, is J. Watſon, his ſon-in-law. Let me 
entreat him to conſider, whether as a man in buſineſs, 
it would not be more to his honour to purſue it with 
diligence, than by an artful card to draw the deluded 
to his own houſe, or to be an under-ſtrapper to aſſiſt 
ſuch a man as Mr. B. to carry nonſenſe and impiety up 
and down the ſtreets of London. Let Mr. Watſon 
recollect, that, notwithſtanding he heard me ſay fo 
much to expoſe the vain pretences of Mr. B. he had 
not courage to interpoſe a ſingle word. But, could he 
have remained ſilent in ſuch a ſituation, if he had 
been as convinced of Mr. B.'s piety, as he has had 
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reaſon to be convinced that under the pretence of pro- 
moting veligion, Mr, B. has been ſuffered to make 
large ſtrides, within a limited circle, to expole it to 
contempt ? This 1s not likely : I, therefore, thought 
it a circumſtance not to be overlooked, 


WOULD men of common ſenſe have thought, 
that, in London, preachers of various denominations, 
churchmen, diſſenters, methodiſts and quakers; that, 
ladies and gentlemen in their own carriages, as well 
as tradeſmen, mechanics and ſervants in hackney, 
coaches, or on foot, would have viſited, ſome of them 
repeatedly, and many of them highly extolled, Poor 
HEI! Yet, this is a fact; and this fact, with his 
continued cuſtom, and preſent mode of doing buſineſs, 
will juſtify, 1 hope, the notice I have taken, and 

ſtill intend to take, of this iner. 

Let me not be miſunderſtood, J am not ſuch a 
anger to the temper of ſome people, and to the taſte 
of others, as to apprehend, that either the preceding, 
or the following pages, will eſcape their cenſure. 
They will be apt to think themſelves reproached in 
Mr. B. When I reflect on this, and other infirmi- 
ties of human nature, I own, I have my fears, that 
the ſame folly which exalted Mr. B. into conſequence 
will ſtrenuouſly endeavour to ſupport its own creation; 
or, to raiſe up another object to be as popular 1 
injurious as he. 

But, why do I ſay this? Is Mr. B. the only calf which 
Folly has exalted, or which a multitude admire ? Far 

from it: but muſt no man Cry aloud and ſpate 
not,“ on ſuch an occaſion ? or will he be left with- * 


out a ſecond it he ſhould? This 1 cannot apprehend. 
| > The 
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The people from whom I expect impotent cenſure are 
not all the world. They may cry up the calves of 
their own making as much as they pleaſe, yet, I ven- 
ture to ſay, that he who fairly expoſes thoſe objects 
which folly has admired ſhall be treated with reſpeR, 
when ſuch idols are buried in oblivion, or only re- 
collected with deep regret. 

There is another claſs of people for whom ] feel 
cordial affection, and whom I ſhould be ſorry to 
diſtreſs. They are right in their general belief of 
divine influence to inſtruct, ſanctify and conſole, the 
believer, and they are alſo very ſincere in their i inten- 
tions; but they are timid in their diſpoſitions, weak 
in underſtanding, unable to detect thoſe illuſions 
which to many are obvious, and unwilling to be 
' rigorous in any of their deciſions; they imagine 
what they are pleaſed to call candour cannot be carried 
to exceſs, and that whatever has the appearance of 
rigour is not likely to be right. Nay, I have been 
told, that they who have careſſed and applauded 
Mr. B. the moſt, have done it through the goodneſs 
of their hearts, which will not ſuffer them to be of 
a ſuſpecting temper, nor of a-cruel diſpoſition, 

But, let me entreat theſe uninſtructed friends to 
conſider, that what they call a ſuſpecting temper and 
a cruel diſpoſition, may be as proper, as what they 
are pleaſed to call candour may ſometimes be injurious. 

Let me aſk them, if there had been legal rigour, 
or even domeſtic ſeverity, with Mr. B. , many 
years ago, whether much miſchief might not have 
been prevented? Juſtice would have been of more 
ſervice to him, and of courſe to ſociety, than all the 
pity and applauſe which he has obtained, Were 
Mr. B. in want of neceſſary ſubſiſtence, I would 
relieve him; and would he admit it, as I have no 
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perſonal quarrel with that unhappy man, I would do 
what I could to convince him of his criminal beha- 
viour; and alſo to ſatisfy him, that the hope ſet 
before us in the goſpel, is of ſuch a nature, as not only 
to bring conſolation to thoſe who, by the law, are 
abſolutely left without excuſe, but, that till our mouths 
arc ſo ſtopped as actually to leave us without apology, 
it is impoſſible that the hope of the 1 ſhould be 


properly enjoyed. 


But, ſhould it be admitted, that Mr. B. is ſuch a 
man as I have deſcribed him, I ſhall probably be told, 
it will be very difficult to account for his influence 
over others, ſo many in number, and ſo long in du- 
ration. I admit it; and think, it may be ſtill more 
difficult to preſcribe a proper remedy for ſuch an evil. 
But theſe difficulties ſuppoſe the facts which JI have 
mentioned to exiſt; and if the pretence of his being 
x madman, and not any thing more, or of thoſe who 


have viſited him going to him merely for amuſement, 


or that after all, he is a god man and a bleſſing to 
the publick ; if theſe different pretences, can be made 


more evident than I have made it probable, that Mr. B. 


is an impoſtor, I hope, to receive ſuch conviction 
with becoming contrition for thus attempting to ſtain 


his reputation, and to deprive any of the inhabitants 


of this great city of his ſpecial aſſiſtance. 

Dr. Tiflot, who has written on medical fubletts, 
with as much applauſe for his humanity, as for his ſkill 
in phyſical diſquiſitions, and for whoſe treatiſe, DE, 
LA SANTE Des GENS De LETTRESs, I feel myſelf 
much indebted to him; this benevolent and ſagacious 
man, in another treatiſe of his, which, as tranſlated, 
is called, ADVICE to the PEOPLE in general, with 
regard to their HEALTH, has one chapter on. Mounite- 
banks, Duacks, and Conjurers. In this chapter, after 

| an 
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an affecting diſcovery how very injurious ſuch impoſ- 
ſitions are to ſociety, the doctor ſuppoſes, that any 
reader may naturally aſk, whence can ſuch ridiculous 
credulity proceed upon a ſubject ſo eſſentially intereſt- 
ing as our health? and he attempts a ſolution of this 
difficulty, firſt, in reſpect of the common people, and 
afterwards, in reference to ſome perſons of a ſuperior 
claſs. 

Now, as Mr. B. is a medical Quact, as well as a 
Duack of a different deſcription ; as he pretends by 
licking the hand of his patient to diſcover his diſeaſe, 
and as his pretenſions to heal have allured ſome, and 
injured others, eſpecially a woman, whom he firſt taught 
to call her complaint a drpſy, and then pretended to 
effect a cure, and this too, while he was otherwiſe 
employed in Shoreditch Workhouſe; I hope, I may 
be excuſed, if I am not commended, for abridging 
Dr. Tiffot's account of the ſources of ſuch deception. 

The doctor is of opinion, that among the common 
people, one ſource of deception is, the parade and 
ſhow which Duacks are fond of diſplaying, on pur-- 
pole to attract their admiration. That another is, 
the idea which ſome have of thoſe bold pretenders 
being favoured with a ſupernatural aſſiſtance. A third 
ſource of their deception he ſuppoſes to be, a notion 
that their diſorders are peculiar to themſelves ;- and 
the doctor further obſerves, that they are apt to fancy 
that phyſicians who attend the rich are not properly 
acquainted with their complaints; and he adds, they 
are alſo apprehenſive, it is much cheaper, if it be not 
ſafer, to employ a Quacꝶ than to procure the aſſiſtance 
of a phyſician. Perhaps, continues the doctor, a 
theepiſh and ſhamefaced timidity may be one motive, 
at leaſt with ſome of them, with a kind of fear, that 
phylicans will not attend to their cafes with that 

C2 circumſpection 
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circumſpection and tenderneſs they are as anxious as 
others to enjoy ; but may probably treat them with 
unbecoming ſeverity. The doctor concludes with 
this judicious remark : That the converſation of ſuch 
illiterate Empiricks is more ſuitable to their taſte, 
and more adapted to their apprehenſion, 

Dr. Tiffot, having ſaid ſo much to guard the later 
ranks of mankind againſt medical impoſtors, obſerves, 
it is Jeſs eaſy to account for that blind confidence 
which perſons of a ſuperior claſs repoſe in their boaſted 
remedies, and eyen for ſome Conjurer in vogue; yet, 
he ſuppoſes that ſome of their motives may be pro- 
bably aſſigned. 

The firſt, in the doctor's opinion, is that ſelhſhneſs, 
which, while it more ardently attaches each individual 
to the prolongation of his own exiſtence in this world 
than to any thing elſe, yet, it does not permit him to 
diſtinguiſh: the ſafeſt paths to anſwer his deſired end 
from thoſe which are moſt dangerous. This is the 
ſureſt and ſhorteſt way, ſays ſome collector at a turn- 
pike ; he pays, paſſes, and periſhes from the preci- 
pices that occur in his route. This very principle is 
the ſource of another error, which conſiſts in repoſing 
the greateſt confidence in thoſe who flatter us, and 
fall in the moſt with our favourite opinions. A third 
cauſe, which reſults from the ſame extravagant fond- 
neſs which each has for himſelf, 1s this, that we are 
molt inclined to follow that method of cure which 
ſeems to us the leaſt diſagreeable. The idea of a 
diſtant cure, to be obtained at the end of an unpleaſant 
and unrelaxing regimen, ſuppoſes a very perilous 
diſeaſe; this diſguſts the patient; he cannot ſubmit 
to what is preſcribed, without pain, and he embraces, 
almoſt without knowing it, the oppoſite ſy{tem, which 
preſents him anly with the idea of ſuch a diſtemper 

as 
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as will give way to a few doſes of ſimples. That 
propenſity to the new and marvellous, which tyran- 
niſes over ſo large a portion of our ſpecies, and which 
has advanced ſo many abſurd perſons and things into 
reputation, is a fourth, and very powerful motive; 
and, a'fifth cauſe ariſes from ſeven-eighths of man- 
kind being managed by the other eighth; and, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, the eighth that is ſo very forward to 
manage the reſt is the leaſt fit and worthy to do it. 

Some other cauſes, ſays Dr. Tiflot, might be an- 
nexed to theſe, but, continues the doctor, I ſhall 
mention only one of them, which I have hinted 
already, and the truth of which I am confirmed in 
from ſeveral years experience ; it is this, that we 
generally love thoſe who reaſon more abſurdly than 
ourſelves; better than thoſe who convince us of our 
weak reaſoning. The doctor thus concludes his uſe- 
ful admonitions : ] hope the reflections everꝭ reader 
will mal& on theſe cauſes of our ill conduct on 
« this important head, may contribute to correct, or E 
« diminiſh it; and to deſtroy thoſe prejudices whoſe 
« fatal effects we may continually obſerve.” | 

To extend the influence of remarks ſo juſt and 
kind, I have given them a place in this paper; and, 
I ardently with, that even in this mutzlated ſtate, they 
may be of ſome ſervice ; and may encourage thoſe 
who have accels to the gina to read them unabridged 
in their native ſituation. 

The tranſlator of Dr. Tiffot's Avis au PevPLF, 
is pleaſed to ſay, © It is difficult throughout this diſ- 
% quitition,” (he means that from which I have 
abridged ſo much,) “ not to admire the writer, but 
«« impoſſible not to love the man; the ardent Philan- 
« thropiſt. His ſentiment, [Dr. Tiffot's] that a 


« man of real merit cannot connect himſelf with theſe who 
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to follow the footſteps of My. Samuel Bet. Men of 
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« are addifted to caballing, 1s exquiſitely juſt, and ſo 
«« liberal, that it never entered into the mind of any 
« diſingenuous man, however dignified, in any pro- 


% feſſion.“ 


Theſe words, © however . give me occaſion 
to make a remark which may be thought a hd one. It 
is admitted that © dignified” perſons may be diſingenu- 
ous; I add, they may be z!/iberal too. The queſtion of 
real importance to the publick, is not, Mpence hath 
this man this wiſdom, or knowledge? What is it to 
the publick, in fact, whether it was by academical, or 
by private, tuition, or whether the man be, what ſome 
have called it, ſe/f-zaught ® The queſtion of impor- 
tance to the peace and ſafety of ſociety, is this, Hath 
he that wiſdom and knowledge which fame hath been 
willing to grant him, or which he, h:mpelf, has given 
others reaſon to expect ? For, I believe, it muſt be 
admitted, that vain, and injurious, pretenders have 
too frequently ſallied forth, and vapoured about, 
under the ſhadnw of a regular education: had not, 
Tame of theſe gentlemen, repeatedly, told us, without 
any natural introduction, —as when they were at col- 
lege, or as they remember when they were at Aber- 


deen, or uſed to hear from their worthy Tutors nearer 
Home ;—but for theſe, and ſimilar gratuitous hints, 


who would have ſuſpected they had received ſuch ad- 
vantages? I meant to have ſaid, who would have 
ſuſpected, they had been where many have received 
conſiderable inſtruction? No man of extended erudition 
will be offended with this freedom; he knows, better 
than I do, that dunces and deceivers are as pernicious | 
in the buſy hive of life, when they happen to have 

the ſanction of courts, of colleges, or ſchools, as when, 
totally deſtitute of theſe advantages, they are inclined _ 
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real learning not only know this, but lament it. Among 


the many who have done ſo, from a laudable motive, 
ſee the uſeful Eſſays of Mr. Knox, 


To the preceding obſervations. of Dr. Tiſſot, re- 


ſpecting the grounds of popular miſtakes, let me add 


a few of my own : If they do not equal his, they are 
at leaſt more immediately connected with my preſent 


ſubject. 
Mr. B. then, whoſe impoſitions I have made it my 


buſineſs to detect, has an uncommon memory. I ſay 


memory; for, that Mr. B. ever recited any words 


from the Old or from the New Teſtament, which he 


never read, or heard, who can believe? To ſupport 
this pretence, we have not any thing of greater weight 


than his own teſtimony, and his ſeeming indignation 
againſt the Jeter of the bible: this, I have been told 


has been carried fo far, that when a bible happened 
to be left in his room, at Bunhill-Row, he declared, 


if it was not taken away he would tear it in pieces. 


Here, we have His teſtimony, ſuch as it is, and a 


trick, as artful as it is odd, to ſupport the acceptable 
wonder of his profuſe quotations from that book 
which, it is ſaid, he never reads. But firſt, the teſti- 
mony 1s his own, and I am fully convinced, that de- 


ſerves little credit. Secondly, the trick alſo is his 


. own, and like him, for it has the appearance of being 
a lying trick. When I ſaw him, he appeared to have 
no diſguſt againſt the bible ; he conſtantly referred us 
to its contents, patiently heard thoſe ſcriptures read 
which he was pleaſed to quote, and, I well re- 
member, when I was the object of his chief concern, 
he ſtood very near his friend who was: that afternoon 
his willing reader, and looked at the bible without the 
leaſt alarm. Antipathies are ſtrange things; ſo are 
the different ſpecies of inſanity, but, however ſkilful 
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any man may be to imitate either, I am confident,” 
that where they are real, they will not operate and 
ceaſe to operate, as may be moſt convenient to the 
unhappy ſubject of ſuch calamity. Had Mr. B.'s 
room been ſearched, when he ſeemed to be in a rage 
againſt the ſcriptures, it would have given me no 
ſurpriſe to have heard they were found in his 
poſſeſſion. 8 

The memory of Mr. B. though uncommon, is not 
more than equal to the tenacious powers of many a 
ſchool boy; nor does it exceed the memory of ſeveral 
of my acquaintance, who have read the bible oftener 
than he, but to a better purpoſe. As to his art in 
applying what he recollects, I have, I ſhould think, 
made it evident, that it ſometimes fails him; and if 
ever it riſes above*contempt, it is more by hazard, than 
by any thing which can be called a good underſtand- 
ing. Memory is an amazing power, but it is often 
much limited in its moſt aſtoniſhing operations. Com- 
pared with the famous *Jedidiah Buxton, what is the 
memory of Mr. B.? The attentive and tenacious ' 
powers of that celebrated clown, were wonderful in- 
deed, but like ſome other wonderful things, of little 
uſe to the famous poſſeſſor. | 

If to the memory of Mr. B. we add a cunning, to 
which long practice, and want of ſuſpicion in others 
have given increaſing ſtrength ; a confidence enlarged * 
by that run of ſucceſs which the credulity of the good- 
natured has abundantly promoted; and laſtly, that 
cant; which, coarſe as it is, has been found on trial 
to pleaſe them, who are willing to magnify him; in 
this inventory, you have all the qualities I was able 
to diſcover in this queer mortal that appeared to me 
any way likely to impoſe on the incautious and un- 


ſuſpecting part of mankind. 
But 


* Sec his life in the Encyclopœdia Britannica. 
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But then, of numbers who have viſited Mr. B. it 
is probable, many went to him half in jeſt, and half 
in earneſt ; now, where levity 1s indulged, and the 
ſecds of ſuperſtition are cheriſhed, is it to be expected, 
that ſuch perſons will dig deep to detect impoſture; or 
that they will ſearch with courage and circumſpection 
in queſt of moral truth? The law of laudable enquiry, 
is well expreſſed by Iſaiah.— To the inhabitants of 
Dumah, or Edom, he ſaid, „“ If ye will enquire, 
« enquire ye.” Be in earneſt; neither mock God, 
nor me, his meſſenger. Where ſuch a temper is want- 
ing, ſhould we be ſurpriſed, if the * ſhould 
be diſappointed ? 

Others, who have viſited Mr. B. have been carried 
away from fact and truth, not diſtinguiſhing conjec- 
ture from knowledge, not caring to be informed, how 
often his moſt poſitive predictions have failed; as. 
well as by not ſuſpecting, that in ſome of his marvel-, 
lous matters, his mean of information was ſuch 38. 
does no credit to his ſagacity. This claſs of his clients 
reminds me of a ſmart ſaying, 


« Doubtleſs the pleaſure is as great 

« Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 

« As lookers on feel moſt delight, 

« That leaſt perceive a jugler's ſleight; 

« And ſtill the leſs they underſtand, 
The more th'admire his ſleight of hand.“ 


It deſerves peculiar attention, that flattery has been 
the ſtrongeſt fort of Mr. B. I ſhould be aſhamed to 
repeat all that I have heard and ſeen of the influence. 
of his adulation over ſome perſons that I eſteem; 
but, I will, for the preſent, ſpare ſome preachers from 
whom I expected a better underſtanding ; and of 


whoſe ey conduct, I am yet willing to retain 2 
good. 
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mY opinion. But who could have thought, that any | 
man well acquainted with Mr. B.'s diſhoneſty, and who 
knew him to be often and long addicted to thieving, 
without the leaſt evidence of his being, at any time, a 
penitent ; who could have thought, that ſuch a man 
was in danger of being intoxicated with ſuch a Paraſite? 
Yet, a man of this deſcription, well known by the 
pretended prophet, touched by the various reports he 


had lately heard of Mr. B. went to ſee him. Mr. B. 


was ready to receive his old acquaintance ; he called 
him his dear Mr. Stevens (a name with him in 

hackneyed uſe,) and looked on his hand, (the right 

hand you may be ſure,) with great attention. He 
told him, he had never ſeen a finer hand, and gave 
him, in ſcripture language, the ſuppoſed reſult of his 
diſcoveries, which immediately operated on his latent 
pride. The poiſon of miſapplication was a delicious 
draught ; but he went home intoxicated with its con- 


. tents. On his return, full of this memorable viſit, 
he ſaid to a neighbour, who knew this impoſtor's 


immoral conduct ſtill better than himſelf, «© I can- 
« not tell what to think of Mr. B.'s pretenſions to 
« piety; I have juſt been to ſee him, myſelf, and 
after all, really, he is a ſurpriſing man!” Should he 
not have ſaid, that flattery, when it is rightly timed, 
and turned, is, after all, really a ſurpriſing thing ? 
Some have approached Mr. B. in tear, and he has 
not only been able to perceive it, but knew how, 
when he was ſo diſpoſed, to allay their timid appre- 
henſions. Alluring words, and ſometimes, actions 
equally alluring, have happily ſucceeded. To ſpecial 
favourites, he has deigned to ſay, they were much near: 
a cant expreſſion, which, as occaſion ſerved, was de- 
ſigned to inform the liſtening dupe, that he was highly 
favoured of the LORD, „or, highly eſteemed by honeſt” 
BALAAM! It 
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It may be obſerved, that curioſity is an appetite 
which moſt people, ſome way or other, love to in- 
dulge ; but he who indulges any appetite of ours, with 
the appearance of ſafety, gives us - pleaſure, even 
though it were Satan himſelf, and he who has power 
to pleaſe us ſtrongly, we are ſeldom willing to pro- 
voke; nor are we diſpoſed too ſtrictly to conſider, 
whether he may not merit our juſt rebuke. 

Further; it is poſlible ſome perſons may be of opi- 
nion, that it is unjuſt to cenſure that abroad, which 
they, themſelves, indulge at home. They may in- 
deed, perceive, that Mr. B. is not.able to vindicate 
{ome of his pretenſions; but, thinking it convenient 
to propagate pretences and fancies nearly as abſurd, 
ſympathy, for aught I know, may not ſuffer them 
to ſpeak of Mr. B. unleſs they ſpeak as advocates for 
his folly. If a miniſter runs, repeatedly, to ſuch a man, 
returns enamoured with his entertainment, preaches, 
frequently, from a text which his dear friend gave 
him, not with-holding from Poor HEI due ho- 
nour, but extolling him as much in the pulpit, as he 
had flattered the loquacious miniſter in private, is it 
not too evident, that ſuch men have kindred concep- 
tions, and probable, at leaſt, they have ſimilar diſpo- 
ſitions? Should we ſuppoſe, that ſuch a preacher can 
be admired (and the candour of the time will give us 
the ampleſt leave to make that ſuppoſition) how muſt 
the publick and private recommendations of ſuch a 
preacher, increaſe the cuſtom, and patroniſe the 
practice of Mr. Samuel Beſt! 

I have long ſince thought, that preachers have 
done more to promote morality and immorality, order 
and diſorder, among mankind, than any other ſet of 
men; not from their perſonal virtue and vice, which 
ſeldom are ſo great as flattery and malevolence would 

repreſent 


* 
repreſent them; but from the nature of their office, 
from the real corruptions which have paſſed for chriſ- 
tianity, from the folly and credulity of many who are 
called chriſtians, from the ever-abiding infirmities of 
truly pious people, and from the management or 
miſmanagement of that truſt which is committed to 
the preacher's care, What Jeremiah ſaid of his two 
baſkets of figs, may, I think, he applied to preachers: 
the good were very good; and the evil, very evil. 
Of authors, Dr. + Johnſon has obſerved, «© He by 
« whole writings the heart is rectified, the appetites 
« counteracted, and the paſlions repreſſed, may be 
« conſidered as not unprofitable to the great republic 
«© of humanity, even though his own behaviour ſhould 
« not always exemplify his rules. His inſtructions 


«© may diffuſe their influence to regions in -which it 


e will not be enquired, whether the author be good 


% gr bad; to times when all his faults, and all his 
4 follies ſhall be loſt in forgetfulneſs, among things of 
no concern or importance to the world; and he may 
« kindle in thouſands, and ten thouſands, that flame 
„% which burnt but dimly in himſelf, through the 
„ fumes of paſfion, or the damps of cowardice. 
„The vicious moraliſt may be conſidered as a taper 
by which we are lighted through the labyrinth of 
complicated paſſions; he extends his radiance fur- 
„ther than his heart, and guides all that are within 
„ view, but burns only thoſe who make too near 
% approaches.” Will not theſe fine remarks apply 


to - preachers, as well as authors? On their own 
account, preachers cannot be too attentive to perſonal 


| piety; ſince without it, no man can ſee the Lord; but 


he who preaches thould aim to fave his hearers as well 


as himſelf; and therefore let him endeayour to com- 
municate 


4 Rambler, Vol. II. P. 183. 


CF] 
municate ſuch ſentiments as are ſafe, ſupported by 
arguments which are invincible, and expreſſed in 
ſuch.a manner as cannot be fairly condemned. 

Let me add, concerning Mr. B. that ſome who 
have ſenſe enough to detect, and. piety ſufficient to 
abhor his complicated miſconduct, at the ſame time 
have, or think they have, the prudence to lament in 
ſilence, or in feeble, limited whiſpers, his pernicious 
practices. But ſuch ſapience is not my portion. I 
have ventured. publickly, and ſtrongly, to ſhow my 
opinion, in a temper, which I own, rough as it 
may ſeem, I think the caſe required; and having ſo 
done, I muſt bear, as well as I can, that train oF 
conſequences which may follow this daring deed. 

May I not be allowed ſuch an expreſſion, ſince the 
malevolent menaces of Mr. B. have ran ſo high as 
to threaten, more than one, with death who dared to 
offend him? Of this part of his excentrical character, 
the following inſtance will, I preſume, be quite 
cnough, | | 

In a viſit to an American lady, whoſe waxen figures 
have been extolled, but whoſe politics added nothing 
to her excellence, Mr. B. was received with a kind o- 
complaiſance eaſy for her to beſtow. In another viſit, 
the lady and her favourite prophet could not agree. 
She expretled, I am told, her reſentment of Mr. B.'s 
behaviour in a manner that exquiſitely wounded his 
pride. She was then ill and in years, but neither her 
age, nor illneſs, ſoftened his reſentment. He went 


home and muttered vengeance, 
Probably, Mr. B. obtained the firſt news of her 


departure, which is ſaid to have happened about 
ſcven or eight days after the preceding quarrel. With 
a ſtrange malignity of temper, he boaſted to many, that 


he had been revenged upon her. In his own offenſive 
5 1 | gibberith 
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gibberiſh he declared to thoſe who ſought his ac- 
quaintance and aſſiſtance, that he had put her into a 
circle, and worked the oracle of God upon her, till the 
departed; and, to juſtify his vindictive temper, he 
quoted and perverted theſe words; “ For I, verily, as 
« abſent in body, but preſent in ſpirit, have judged 
40 already, as though I were preſent, concerning him 
« (this pronoun he changed, and ſaid her) that hath 
© ſo done this deed. In the name of our Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, and my 
« ſpirit, with the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, 
c to deliver ſuch an one unto Satan for the deſtruction 
of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may ſaved in the day of 
«the Lord Jeſus.” 1 Cor. v. 3, 4, 5. 

But, if Mr. B. by any magic of his, had actually 


done what he had the impudence to aſſert, and had 


thereby given an inconteſtable proof, that his power 
was equal to his ſreſentment, yet, why were theſe words 
quoted to countenance that rage which was evidently 


kindled by perſonal provocation? The inceſtuous Co- 


rinthian had not affronted Paul; nor,was there the leaſt 
tincture of perſonal] revenge, or cruelty, in his pecu- 
liar chaſtiſement. It was a puniſhment inflicted by 
many, and in mercy too. It was ** for the deſtruction 


of the fleſh, that the ſpirit might be ſaved; and it 
anfwered theſe ends; for, it produced, or: was fol- 


lowed, with that repentance by the daring tranſgreſſor, 
which was approved, and with that repentance and 


Zeal in others, Wliich were, by the Apoſtle, highly 


applauded. How different is all this, from the ſad ca- 
taſtrophe of the poor Lady who is ſuppoſed, by ſome, 
to have periſhed by the art and labour of Mr. B.! I 
ſay labour, as well as art, becauſe, Mr. B. talked of . 
his being engaged no leſs than ſeven nights inthis black 
pulineſs. If the thus fell a ſacrifice to his reſentment, 


us 


1 

ſhe periſhed in her fins; and if fo, how was this tra- 
gedy to terminate to her advantage? I ſhould be unable 
to anſwer that queſtion ; but as Mr. B. dreams of 
univerſal redemption to be extended to devils, with- 
out exception, he may have ſomething to ſay on this 
ſubje& which I cannot conjecture. I can, however, 
infer, that if Mr. B. is of opinion that the devils will 
be delivered from a ſtate of torment, this kind of ex- 
travagance, as long as it laſts, may lead him to 
conclude, that his preſent impoſitions are not incon- 
ſiſtent with his own ſafety. If devils ſhall be delivered 
from torment, it would be hard to ſuppoſe, that a 
pious madman, or that a man who has been ſo de- 
ſcribed, ſhould ever be tormented. The audacity _ 
of Mr. B. in the buſineſs I have mentioned, re- 
minds me of a remarkable paſſage in the ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians; “ For ve fuffer fools 
« gladly, ſeeing ye yourſelves are wiſe. For ye 
« ſuffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a 
« man devour yu, if a man take of you, if a man 
« exalt himſelf, if a man ſmite you on the face.” 
2 Cor. xi. 19, 20. | 

If that capricious Lady who firſt admired and then 
lifted up her foot againſt Mr. B. was put into a circle, 
and by his magic ſent into the ſhades, what may I 
expect? I aſk not of him the leaſt indulgence. «© As 
« the bird by wandering,” (moſt probably the ſparrow) 
« as the ſwallow by flying, fo the curſe canſeleſs ſhall 
« not come.” Prov. xxvi. 2. Balaam was compelled 
to ſay, „ How ſhall I curſe whom God hath not 
«. curſed?” Numbers xxiii. 8. Nay, it is ſaid, that 
God turned his attempt to curſe Iſrael into a blefling. 
Deut. xxili. 5. Would to God, that all who believe, 
would wiſely endeavour to ſtand faſt in the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt has made us free, and not to be en- 
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tangled again with any yoke of bondage! I wiſh, alſo, 
that thoſe miniſters who have attempted to terrify 
mankind by publiſhing the ſuppoſed vengeance of 
God on thoſe who have laughed, or railed at them, 
would deliberately conſider, (wide as they are aſunder 
in jome of their ſentiments,) whether their minds do 
nor entertain ideas ſo fimilar as to produce the ſame 
+wdictive diſpoſition. Let us beg to poſſeſs good 
eovmrage, but he who is open to flattery will ever be 
tzbject ro unmanly fear. 

Should all I have ſaid be thought inſufficient to 
account tor the influence of Mr. B.'s trumpery, let 
it be recollected, it is foretold, that of deccivers 
he were to make their appearance after the reſur- 
reciion of Chriſt, ſome of them would deceive man- 
ind by performing wonders, great wonders ; but care 
is taken to inform us, that theſe would be, all of 
them, hing wonders ; that is, either mere deceptions, 
or ſomething really wonderful in favour of falſe 
dectrine. (2 Theſl. ii. 9.) I own, I ſaw not any 
thing very marvellous in Mr. B. They who ſuppoſe 
they have, thould remember, that a lying wonder, in 
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1 
the firſt tenſe which 1 have given of that expreſſion, 
mult loſe all its efficacy as ſoon as the fallacy is diſ- 
by covered; it follows, then, that deluſion is effential 
4 to an impoſtor s ſucceſs; and if it be, within a proper 
ll circle, and for a limited period, deluſions mult pre- 
\! vail ; or how will the prophecy of ſuch deceptions be 
f! fulfilled ? Nevertheleſs, though lying wonders are 
K thus} predicted, and may, nay muſt, abound, yet, it 
[i does not follow from ones, that not any thing really 
0 wonderful to us, may be done, to countenance the 
þ worſt of errors, or the moſt abominalle practice. We. 
þ have ſeen, already, (in page 5 and 6, that, in a former 


period, a fizn or wonder might not only be given in 
favour 
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favour of idolatry, but come to paſs, and who ſhall 
ſay, with preciſion, how much is included in theſe 
tremendous words, God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
« deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie?“ Surely, 
in the energy of error there muſt be a force which 
not any thing but the love of that grace and truth 
which came by Jeſus Chriſt, will give any man power 
to reſiſt effectually. 

It is, however, the more remarkable, that, Mr. B.'s 
impoſitions ſhould be /o prevalent, ſince, by the beſt 
accounts I have been able to procure, (and I have 
taken ſome pains to poſſeſs ſound information,) I do 
not find any thing in his whote life, either of a men- 
tal, or of a moral nature, that is entitled to applauſe. 
When 'a man of ſhining talents, or a man whoſe 
counſel, or whoſe beneficence has relieved multitudes, 
happens to revolt from what is right; when a man 
of this deſcription turns aſide to folly, and engages 
in ſome plauſible ſcheme, which is, though plauſible, 
pernicious to ſociety, one cannot but pity the deluded, 
But when a man whoſe higheſt attainments have only 
been to make a few-nick-nacks in ſtraw, or ſhells, fit 
to pleaſe children ; whoſe utmoſt cunning could never 
long defend him in the common walks of life, and 
whoſe low gibberiſh and cant, one would imagine beſt 
calculated to pleaſe gypſies and pedlars; that ſuch a man, 
flying from deſerved puniſhment, ſhould put on the 
appearance of a prophet,” and by his impudence cauſe 
his ignorance to be overlooked; that ſuch a man 
ſhould be followed foryears, and be much applauded— 
is not ſuch proſtitution of praiſe, and the miſchiefs 
that attend ſuch miſtakes, very much to be lamented? 

Where Mr. B. was born, whether in the country, 
or in the town, and if in the latter, whether he was 
born in an alley, court, or common ſtreet, is of no more 
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conſequence than where he will die. In how many 
places he has lived, and in what different ſhapes he 
has appeared, I have neither leiſure nor inclination, 
to enquire. This, however, I atteſt, that I have 
waited on three diſtinct families, in which Mr. B. 
lived as a ſervant, and each of them declare ſo much 
of his want of fidelity, and of his being addicted to 
falſhood, when he lived with them, that, I firmly 
believe, on his leaving his laſt much-1njured maſter, 
Mr. B. was thoroughly perſuaded, that it was more 
than probable he ſhould never be permitted again in 
London, and as a ſervant, to injure the trading part 
of mankind. What, on this fact, has been his 
ftratagem, and with what ſucceſs, the preceding pages 
have ſhown. From being a menial ſervant, he has, 
in his way, commenced” a maſter f arts; and there 
has been found a great number, indeed, WhO have 


admitted his claim. 


Poſſibly, I may be told I "EN to be in earneſt to 
run down an object who does not deferve ſo much 
notice. I reply; I have as low an opinion of Mr. B. 
as it is proper I thould ; and I know, miſchievous 
as he is, he cannot live long; for, he who is near 
ſeventy has nearly finiſhed his courſe. But a ſpirit 


which indulges private revelations, and which delights 


to pervert thoſe ſacred ſcriptures, which, (if I may ſo 
expreſs it,) will not ſubmit to ſuch an interpretation 
of any text as is not harmonious with the reſt, is 
long ſince gone forth; and, I fear, this unclean ſpirit 
is ſo cheriſhed, by ſome, of different denominations, 
(not excepting my ton,) that I cannot but judge what- _ 
ever has a real and a fair tendency to reſiſt it, is cloſely; 
connected with the publick good. I flatter myſelf. 
that what I have written on the detection of impoſture, ? 


will, in fome degree, have this tendency. - Should I 
not 
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not be diſappointed, I know not but I may attempt 
to detect and diſcourage other illuſions and offenſive 
trumperies, which are cried up as helps to devotion, 
or are thought a convenient appendage to promote or 
ſecure popularity. | 

I wiſh, however, it may be clearly noticed, who 
are the objects of my cenſure, and what it is that I 
would expoſe. It is not the infirmities of the feeble, 
it is not the wounds of a penitent, that I have any. 
deſire to lay open, nor is it any particular body of 
people which I want to render ridiculous, or uneaſy. 
Honeſt men, of every deſcription, I love ; but the dif- 
1Ngenuous, of every name, diſguſt me. What I oppoſe 


is not that miſconduct which they who are the objects 


of my cenſure lament; but what they attempt to juſtify; 
and, as I apprehend, without the ſhadow of a ſold 
foundation. f 

If men of ſenſe, and upright intention, would but 
unite to diſcountenance every thing which they per- 
celve to be either nonſenſical, or hypocritical, among 


the people of their own denomination, and to mani- 
felt a proper eſteem for reputable characters, with- 


out reſpect of perſons; loving one another, not 


becauſe they differ in ſentiment, which is a filly pre- 
tence, but becauſe they are united in leading prin- 


ciples, and in their general aim ; could this be done, 


without attempting to go into any coalition or con- 
nivance which the word of God forbids, or into any 


icheme, under pretence of uniformity, which human 
nature will not admit, I cannot but think much 
would be done, and well done, in favour of the true 


kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Of the religious ſentiments of Mr. B. I'make no 


particulanggmquiry. I have heard, indeed, that for- 


merly, Arminians, in the neighbourhood of Moor- 
fields, 
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fields, were his favourite preachers; but though I 
am not an Arminian, I diſdain to mention this man 
to their diſhonour ; becauſe, I am perſuaded, his 
knowledge of religious ſentiments ever was very lit- 
tle, and I fear his love of any ſentiment, as directly 
leading to perſonal piety, has not yet been manifeſted. 
That any thing but truth will ſanctify the human 
heart, I cannot credit ; neither can I believe that any 
truth will ſanctify further or longer than it is properly 
eſteemed. I acknowledge, aſſent is eſſential to ſuch 
eſteem; but who will fay it is equivalent? A man 
may aſſent to thoſe ſentiments which he may wiſh he 
was able to diſprove. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to ſay, that Mr. B. 
is the third uncommon character of this kind that I 
have met with ſince I came to London. 

The fit, and by far the beſt of the three, I ſaw 
more than twelve years ago. He then lodged at 
- Walham-Green, and was in dying circumſtances, 
His conſumptive habit had reached its laſt ſtage ; and, 
had reaſon been regarded, it left him but a few days 
more, at moſt, to expect in this mortal ſtate. To add 
to his forrows, he was deſtitute of neceſſary ſupport ; 
ſo that, but for the benevolence of a few friends, he 
muſt have ſunk unpitied under his complaint. 

After a few general queſtions, I ſaid, that they 
who miniſtered to his neceſſities, (two of whom were 
preſent,) had requeſted me to viſit him, in order to 
ſome particular converſation; and the more eaſily 
to introduce it, he was informed, I had heard fully 
of the ſingularity of his character, and that I wiſhed 
to know what was his preſent opinion of his former 
pretenſions. Here followed a long and idle tale; in 
which, however, he aſſured me what had heard 
of him was true; but that, ill as he was, he ſtill thought 
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it poſſible he might be raiſed up again to go forward 
with his miſſion. It ſhould have been ſaid, this poor 
man fancied he was one of the ws witneſſes mentioned 
Revelation xi. 3. 


Perceiving, that I gave him no credit in reſpect of 


his miſſion, he ſaid, “ At leaſt, Sir, I am not a de- 
«« ceiver, for I verily believe my own call to this great 
work, though I find you do not.” I replied, from 


the frankneſs which had appeared in his preceding 


tale, and from the ingenuous manner of his preſent 
converſation, I had not any doubt of his ſincerity ; 
here he ſmiled ; but I told him notwithſtanding that, 
was perſuaded, he did not believe, nor ever had 
believed, properly ſpeaking, that he was called to 
propheſy ; now he was aſtoniſhed, What, ſaid he, 
ſincere, and yet not believe what I have ſaid of my 


wn call! How can this be? Do tell me what you 


mean! | 5 

It gave me pleaſure to find his attention was thus 
ſecured. In order to relieve him from his anxiety, 
I ſaid, that faith included ſuch a reception of a re- 
port as produced an evidence it was, in ſome good 
degree, underſtood and properly regarded. If there- 
fore, my friend, you were ever called to be one of 
thoſe two witneffes you have mentioned, I aſk by 
whom? when? and in what manner? If by words, 
thoſe words are either to be found in ſcripture, or 
they are not; be which it may, give me the words 
of your call exactly, if you can, and let me judge, as 
well asT am able, whether you underſtand the meaning 
of your own call; and whether your ſubſequent con- 
duct has been ſuch as will give me any evidence of 
your conſiſtent behaviour in the prophetical character. 

The pW©Wicttcd, but attentive man, was touched 
with this unexpected anſwer ; and, though ſad indiſ- 
cretions 


„ 
cretions had ſtained his imaginary dignity, he was 
now open to confeſs his folly. I loved him for his 
ingenuous diſpoſition, and pitied him in his deep diſ- 
treſs. He thanked me for the pains I had taken, 
and aſked me to pray for him; I did ſo; and alſo paid 
him another viſit. In this viſit he received me with 
calmneſs, and with decent reſpect; but in a very few 


days after this interview he died, 
The /econd uncommon character I have referred to, 


is, J apprehend, if he be yet living, much worſe than 
the former, and of a temper not likely to be reclaimed. 
Him I ſaw within theſe two years; and thus we met: 
On croſſing a public ſtreet, I ſaw a little man, with a 
long beard, in appearance ſomething like a common 
Jew, coming towards me. As he drew near, I per- 
ceived he held a leat or two of a ſmall book in his 
hand, and that he put on a peculiar ſolemnity of face. 
The man caught my attention ſtrongly ; nor did I paſs 


Þy him unnoticed. Looking at me, with rueful aſpect, 


juſt as I was paſling by him, he abruptly ſaid, “ Sir, 
_« unleſs you are juſtified, you muſt be damned.” I 
| obſerved, it was not proper to ſtand in the middle of 
the ſtreet to enter formally on ſuch a ſubject; and I 
added, that if he would be ſo condeſcending as to. turn 
back and walk with me, would give him a better 
anſwer. He conſented. | | 
I then aſked him diſpaſſionately, what I was to un- 
derſtand by juſtification ? Here, he began a ſtrange 
tale of his former vicious conduct, ſudden relief, and 
aſtoniſhing reformation. Soon as I could interpoſe, 
I ſaid, my friend, you do not uſe me well. You tell 
me, unleſs I am juſtified, (meaning I ſuppoſe to ſay 
I am not at preſent,) I muſt be damned. I aſk you 
what juſtification is, and you put me . what 
ñyou are pleaſed to call your experience; Trom which I 
; | can 
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can only learn, that you have been a very bad man, 


and that now you think yourſelf a very good one. 
Do not trifle with me. Tell me plainly what juſti- 
fication is. O Sir,” ſaid my teacher, you muſt 
« throw away your learning, and your carnal reaſon- 
« ing, or you cannot be ſaved.“ I anſwered; but 
before I attempt to comply with your requeſt, let me 
have ſome hope of receiving ſomething better than 
what you require me to renounce, I ſee it will be to no 
purpoſe to ſay any thing to you of learning; but why, 
my friend, ſhould you ſuppoſe my reaſon to be more 
carnal than your own? Is it not becauſe you find it 
difficult to reſiſt its force? Thoſe arguments, I ob- 
ſerved, which we cannot anſwer are ſometimes highly 
provoking. 

To be ſerious; will you tell me, why you ſtopped 
me in the ſtreet to treat me ſo rudely ? Who are you? 
Here both his language and actions became intplerable. 
He told me, he was one of the ws anomted /ones men- 
tioned in the prophecy of * Zachariah; and he croſſed 
his forchead with his finger to ſhew me how he was 
anointed ; and began to talk in high terms of his 
power over others, and of his victory over fin; from 
which he wiſhed me to believe he had been exempted 
for ſome years. Icut ſhort his extravagance, by ſaying, 
he had fully convinced me he was an impudent and 
ignorant fellow; and, I obſerved, as occaſion offered 
he had two deſigns in view; one was to be admired ; 
but if that could not be obtained, the other was to 
excite terror. You purſue, ſaid I, each of theſe de- 
ligns, by illicit means, and keep in view the fame 
general end in both; which is to be maintained with- 
out labour, and to be honoured without having laid 
the leaſt foundation for eſteem, You are, I appre- 
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* Zechariah iv. 14. 
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hend, continually attempting to procure that homage . 
by ſeeming to be what you know you are not, which 
you are well convinced, without ſuch deception, it 
would be impollible you ſhould ever acquire. I was 
diſpoſed to have made ſome addition to theſe remarks, 
but that cowardice which detected villany is frequently 
conſtrained to ſcel, made him, in awkward haſte, de- 
part; and thus I was left alone to ruminate, as I 
could, on this unexpected altercation, 

The /aft, and I apprehend the moſt injurious of 
theſe three unworthics is Mr. B. of whom I have ſaid 
ſo much already; but, as the firſt of theſe pretended 
prophets was, in his own imagination, one of the ws 
wwitheſſes, as the ſecond fancied himſelf to be one of 
the /ws anonted ones, it may be thought, that Mr. B. 
with all his faults, is not addicted to ſuch extrava- ' 
gance, I wiſh I could think he was not; yet his 
proper name at length being Samuel Beſt, and Samuel 
having read or heard, that ancient prophets may exit 
in modern characters, who ſhould this vain man be 
but SAMUEL the PROPHET! Had his given name 
been Moſes, or Aaron, or Abraham, it would, in a 
head like his, equally have ſoothed his pride, and 
added ſomething to his imaginary importance. 

I know, it was common among theJews to deſcribe 
living characters by the names of others whom they 
reſembled in their moſt eminent qualities. Agreeable 
to which, r Grotius is ſaid thus to interpret theſe words 
of Malachi : “ Behold, I will fend you Elijah the 
„ prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord: that is, After me you ſhall have 
„% no prophet for a long time. The next ſhall be the 


„ harbinger of the Meſſias, in whom prophecy ſhall 


„ frevive. 
t Defence of Chriſtianity by Ed ward Lord Biſhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry ; ſecond edit. p. 69. 
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te revive. He ſhall be another Eliat for zeal, and 


courage, auſterity of life, and labour for reforma- 
« tion.” But what reſemblance can any man find 
between the moſt eminent qualities of Samuel Beſt 
and of that SAMUEL who ſaid unto all ISRAEL, 
«« Behold, here I am: witneſs againſt me before the 
„% LoRD, and before his anointed : whoſe ox have 
%] taken? or whoſe aſs have I taken? or whom 
« have I defrauded? whom have I oppreſſed? or of 
« whoſe hand have I received any bribe to blind mine 
«« eyes therewith ? and I will reſtore it you.” But 
when dare Mr. B. ſay to the maſters who have em- 
ployed him, witneſs againſt me? When dare he appeal 
to them to vouch for his honeſty? When will they 
ſay, © Thou haſt not defrauded us, nor oppreſſed us, 
1 neither haſt thou taken ought at any an s hand?“ 
1 Sam. Xii. 3, 4 | 
Can any characters be more diſſimilar than theſe 
two Samuels? Can any thing be more fooliſh than 
for Samuel Beſt to call himſelf at any time SAMUEL 
the PROPHET ; fince ſuch arrogance leads to that, 
contraſt between the two which holds up the latter to 
unexpected contempt ? But arrogance and Ignorance. 
are often united. After ſuch a ſeries of folly in the 
complete ſenſe of the term, including want of under- 
ſtanding and depravity of heart, what ſhall we ſay 
to the notice which has been taken of Mr. B. by 
multitudes ; which has been ſuch that, in his line of 
doing buſineſs, few have obtained greater popularity? 
Muſt it yet be ſaid, (let thoſe who? are popular to 3 
poor purpoſe conſider,) 
„% The world is naturally averſe - 
« To all the truth it ſees, or hears ; 
« But ſwallows nonſenſe and a lie 
« With greedineſs and gluttony ?” 
E | Should 
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Should any diſciple of Sacinus ſmile at the detection 
of theſe extravagants ; rejoice to find that the are 
thus expoſed, and bleſs himſelf, becauſe, by ſtrictly 
adhering to reaſon, he has kept at the remoteſt diftance 
from ſuch deluſions ; fo far as this is fact I am thank. 
ful for his eſcape ; for, let any man's reaſon be what 
it may, it is certainly better than any thing elſe which 
is worſe than it. If, however, the rational gentleman 
ſhould venture to aſſert, that God has not apy thing 
to impart to us which, in any ſenſe, can be ſuperior to 
reaſon, or that we have no ground to hope for ſuch 
a favour ; or ſhonld he affirm, that no divine influence 
or energy is neceſfary to capacitate guilty and depraved 
creatures to receive the word of truth, that it may be 
in them an engrafted word which is able to ſave their 
ſouls; from that moment he muſt excuſe me if, on 
this ſubjeck, I ſhould think he has given me but · a lo 
idea either of the extent, or of the acuteneſs, of * 
rational powers. 

Surely, between inſanity on the one hand, * 
coarſe kind of enthuſiaſm, ſtrongly in favour of — 
criſy and nonſenſe, (or impoſture like that which i- 
Here detected, ) there may be an influence that wilk 
bear inſpection; and which, when inveſtigated, with 
critical exactneſs, will not only be found to move 
with greater velocity than mere rational deduction, 
but in a manner ſo much in favour of truth and of 
a right temper, that not any thing worthy the name of 
reaſon, or of argument, will ever equal or reprove. 

Of ſuch energy why ſhould we wonder, in a world 
like this, there ſhould be many mil: apprehenſions, many 
fooliſh deſcriptions of it, and vain pretences to it ? 
But ſhall influence and energy, eſſential to our happi- 
neſs, be diſcarded, be treated with banter, or ſomething 


worſe, becauſe of miſtake, folly and vanity? What 
has 
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has been more miſrepreſented and abuſed than parts 
and property? yet not only thouſands ſtill eſteem 
them, but ſome few poſſeſs both with undoubted re- 
putation. 

Among the lights of heaven ſome ſhine with 
borrowed beams, and dimly ſhine to the lonely, loſt 


traveller, He looks upward, and, by the ſplendour of 


the moon and ſtars, beholds the ample and the awful 
ſky; but he looks downward, and about him in the 
thicket, for a lamp to guide his feet, or for a light to 
direct him to his proper path, in vain ; he walks at 
hazard and in peril till the morning comes; fo inferior 
is reaſon to revelation : yet this, like the morning, is 
by matiy unenjoyed. Happy is the man who un- 
weariedly endeavours to value all things according to 
their real and relative worth; who eſteems reaſon as 


he ought, and yet beholds that candle of the Lord 


grow pale in the preſence of greater refulgence with- 
out being offended; who fees it dying away before 
ſupernatural influence and almoſt intuitive inſtruction, 
as the boy beholds his manhood advance, or as the 


believer views his promiſed glory to approach ! TY 


May that found ſpeech which cannot be condemned, 


that fervent charity which rejoices in the truth, agd 
all things elſe which become and adorn the doctrie of 


God our Saviour, be more abundantly approved! But 
let it be recollected, that ſome muſt be rebuked, and 
ſharply too, that they may be ſound in the faith; nor 
let it be forgotten, that others there are, treat them 
how you will, who, whether they are rebuked or 
dein with tenderneſs, will not endure ſound doc- 
trine. To people of this deſcription, I ſuppoſe St. 
Paul would ſay, Cc But if any man be ignorant let him 


be ignorant,” 
See Dryden“ $ Religio Laici, at the beginnings 
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